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appeared. That the Studies in Sex Psychology are accessible in
the English language is due to the enterprise of an American
publisher.1

The importance of the Studies in Sex Psychology is not less
because they make no pretence to transcend die level of
natural history. In some quarters it is now the fashion to belittle
the value of investigations which are not adapted to mathe-
matical treatment. The usefulness of mathematics in advanced
sciences such as physics or genetics has encouraged the notion
that algebra is the hall-mark of science. Doubtless it is true that
science only deals with precise relations. It is still more true that
a great deal of the history of science is the record of how men
have learned to enumerate the objects of scientific enquiry and
to find out what sort of measurements it is profitable to make.
In every science centuries of accurate observation have gone
before numerical description. Without the Arabian physicians
there would be no modern chemistry. Without the herbalist
and Linnaeus there would have been no Mendel. The scientific
study of man's social life has not passed beyond the stage when
the work of a Linnaeus is a fresh landmark.

The real credentials of a science lie in its capacity to yield
information which is a guide to practical conduct From this
standpoint the work of Havelock Ellis has a twofold significance.
It provides the beginning of a new outlook on the sexual hygiene
of the individual. It also focuses our attention on some essentially
unstable features of the civilization in which we live. Our views
about the best way of regulating the sexual conduct of the indi-
vidual are tossed about between two extremes without any
guidance based on scientific study of human nature. At one time
the pendulum swings towards the crudely mechanical view which
identifies the sexual response with nothing more than rhythmical
muscular activity. At another it reverts to the crudely mystical
view which exalts the spirituality of love and leaves the all too
evident difficulties of sexual adjustment a prey to abstract nouns.
The standpoint which emerges from Havelock Ellis's studies is
1 Now published by John Lane the Bodley Head Ltd